
GLORIA DEI NEWS
September 2019

News & Events of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Gloria Dei Church 
Leadership:

Karen Bitzer, President
Erik Nelson, Vice President
Barbara Markley, Secretary

Alan Budahl, Treasurer
Marilyn Anderson, Worship

Adrienne King, Social Ministry
Katie Jerue, Education

Chuck Karjala, Building &   
  Grounds

Connor MacInnis, Youth Rep
Kathryn Merrill
Michael Perkins

Doug Schutte

Church Staff:
Pastor Mark Orf

pastor@gdlcanc.org

Elizabeth Hollers, 
Choir Director, Accompanist

music@gdlcanc.org

Amanda Voshell, 
Admin Manager 

office@gdlcanc.org
Office: (907) 243-2301

Office Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues - Thur: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 1pm

Worship Time: 
9:30 am, 

Communion every Sunday
www.gdlcanc.org

For we walk by faith, 
not by sight. 

- 2 Corinthians 5:7
In this issue:
President’s Message to the Congregation ........2
Church News..................................................................3
Lutheran Social Services Update...........................8
September Birthdays/Anniversaries..................9
Prayer Requests.........................................................10



gdlcanc.org         2                                                 September 2019

Summer is fast coming to a 
close and Rally Day is just 
around the corner.   Gloria Dei is 
ready and waiting to welcome 
you back from many summer 
adventures.

However, it is incumbent 
upon the Council of Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church to inform you 
of our current financial status 
with regards to our operating 
budget.

You will recall in our budget 
discussion at the annual 
meeting, we only prepare 
an operating budget for the 
congregation’s consideration.  
Operating expense include 
what is costs to maintain the 
running of the church building 
(insurance, utilities, supplies, 
maintenance etc.) and program 
(staff and Pastor’s salaries, 
supplies, etc.)   

We have seriously cut our 
budget and staffing over the 
past few years.

About 5 years ago, our budget 
was in the mid $300,000’s 
and included:
• A full time Pastor
• An Intern
• A full time Youth Director
• Full time Administrative    
   Assistance
• A Music Director 
• Choir Director
• Organist and accompanist 
• Janitorial 
• Childcare for Sundays, Advent   

   and Lenten services, Choir
   Practice and other meetings
• Contracted lawn care and   
    snow removal
• Bookkeeping services.

Currently, our budget is less 
than $200,000 supporting:
• A full time pastor
• 28 hour a week Administrative 
   Manager
• Per performance choir 
   director (who donates time as   
   a music director)
• Per performance worship 
   accompanist and choir   
   accompanist (some donated)
• Contract janitorial
• Sunday childcare (Thank you 
    to the Schutte sisters)
• Per time lawn care and snow 
   removal (Buildings & Grounds 
   have worked very hard to 
   keep our property looking 
   good for a minimal of 
   expense)
• Contract bookkeeping services  

We are a generous congregation.  
Your giving, however, instead 
of just going to the operating 
budget, is now more focused 
and designated.  The Council 
respects your designated giving, 
knowing how important it is to 
follow your heart.   Our current 
financial situation is not caused 
by a lack of giving... but lack 
of supporting the operating 
budget….the nuts and bolts 
expenses of our church.   We 
have cut infrastructure to the 
lowest we can go but we still 

have infrastructure to support.  

Our offerings are not enough 
to cover the $20,000 a month 
needed to meet our operating 
obligations and we have spent 
unrestricted savings at the 
rate of about $5,000 a month 
since January, 2018.  Those 
funds exhausted, we are now 
borrowing from the funds you 
have designated to specific 
purposes.  The Council has no 
plan for replenishing these 
funds.

We need help.

As a family of Gloria Dei, 
we need to explore fiscal 
options and give the Council 
congregational guidance as to 
our next steps.  Exploratory 
roundtables will begin on 
September 29th after worship 
so the Council can take your 
input and come back to 
you with options for you to 
consider.  Your thoughtful 
consideration and prayers are 
requested.  

Thank you,

Gloria Dei Church Council

Executive Committee: Karen 
Bitzer, President; Erik Nelson, 
Vice President; Barbara 
Markley, Secretary; Alan Budahl, 
Treasurer

A Letter to the Congregation:
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CHURCH NEWS

Summer Market Ends 
September 14
The Jewel Lake Summer Farmer’s 
Market is drawing to a close 
and the volunteers would like 
to thank Gloria Dei for their 
generous use of the parking lot 
and support of the Market every 
Saturday.

There were up to 14 vendors 
on any given Saturday and 
had a great response from the 
community at large who found 
very fresh greens and other 
vegetables, local honey and eggs, 
and local arts and crafters wares.  

Thank you for all of the 
worshippers of Gloria Dei who 
supported the market.

This is another example of how 
Gloria Dei members care about 
the community and food stability 
in the community.  Gloria Dei 
volunteers also support the 
Saturday Mobile Food Pantry 
at the Nazarene Church as well 
as the LSSA food pantry, and a 
monthly meal for Clare House.

Nominating Committee for 
Council
It is that time of year again!!  

Yes, we are busily looking for 
Congregational Members to serve 
on the Gloria Dei Council.  And 
we use a Nominating Committee 
to seek out volunteers and bring 
those names forward to the 
Congregation for their approval.

Please consider serving on the 
Nominating Committee or, better 
yet, volunteer to serve on the 
Council. This is a critical time for 
Gloria Dei.  Please prayerfully 
consider giving your time and 
talent in this most meaningful 
way.  You can volunteer by 
contacting any council member. 

Council meets Monthly
The Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Council meets the third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 pm in the 
large Education room.  These 
meetings are open and any 
Gloria Dei members is welcome 
to attend.  Members are also 
encouraged to bring any issue 
that they may consider important 
forward to the Council at these 
meetings.  If you are considering 
serving on the Council, you may 
want to sit in.

Pastor’s Tongan Message
During the annual meeting 

last year we voted to share our 
building with a congregation 
affiliated with The Free Church 
of Tonga. The Free Church 
of Tonga is the official state 
church of Tonga. According to 
the website Wikipedia “The 
Free Church of Tonga (Siasi ʻo 
Tonga Tauʻatāina) is a religious 
denomination in Tonga. The 
church was established in 1885 
by King George Tupou l (formerly 
Taufa’ahau Topou l) and Rev. 
Shirley Waldemar Baker with the 
goal of being independent from 
Methodism in Australia. To date, 
the Free Church of Tonga has 
church groups and members in 
Tonga, New Zealand, Australia, 
America, Fiji and American 
Samoa.”
There is a long history of this 
denomination in Tonga and other 
countries including the United 
States. Its history here at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church started one 
August evening before Vacation 
Bible School in 2017, when 
Pastor Tevita first introduced 
himself to me and asked if we 
had space for them to hold 
services in our building.

From that conversation we 
find ourselves 2 years later. 
For almost a year and half, 
the congregation has been 
coming Sunday afternoons 
and converting the education 
room into their worship space 
and praising God through their 
worship.

Worship begins at 4pm. Once 
worship begins the hallway 



gdlcanc.org         4                                                 September 2019

Choir Updates
Adult choir started up Thursday, 
August 29. Rehearsals will be 
held on Thursdays at 6:00 pm. 
New members are encouraged to 
join!

Children’s choir begins with 
the start of Sunday School, 
September 15. We will meet 
in the Sanctuary after church 
services every Sunday.

bursts with their voices praising 
God. There are no instruments 
just voices used in their worship.
I would recommend that you 
come join them for worship one 
afternoon. This recommendation 
comes even though the worship 
is spoken in the Tongan language. 
The joy and celebration of 
worship through song and prayer 
is felt through the language 
barrier.

They have been invited to join 
us at God’s Work, Our Hands 
worship on September 8th. 
They have also been invited 
to participate in our service 
projects. May God help our 
two congregations grow closer 
together. 

Rally Day/God’s Work, Our 
Hands
This year’s Rally Day and God’s 
Work, Our Hands fall on the same 
Sunday, September 8, 2019.  

Pastor Mark will be preaching at 
Sitka Lutheran Church.  You may 
remember their Pastor, Sandra 
Rudd, preached at Gloria Dei a 
few months back after Synod.  In 
Pastor Mark’s absence, Bishop 
Shelley Wickstrom will be 
preaching and the Tongan Church 
Choir will be performing. 
This year’s God’s Work, Our 

Hands service project will be 
held at Bean’s Cafe. Gloria Dei 
will be helping prep and then 
serving lunch from 11:30 am 
to 2:30 pm. Call Amanda in the 
Gloria Dei Office at 243-2301 to 
sign up. Space is available for 16 
volunteers.

Sunday, September 8th, promises 
to be a rich, dynamic, and 
rewarding Sunday, indeed!  See 
you all there!!

Sunday School Update 
Sunday School will resume 
Sunday, September 15th.  New 
programs and formatting are 
being discussed.  Stay tuned for 
more information.

Social Ministry Committee
August Updates
Firstly, thanks Marcia Hoffman 
DeVoe for delivering to Clare 
House this month.  Clare House 

deliveries will be made after 2:30 
pm because of staffing.  Marcia 
reported that they are serving 
about 60 clients.  Thanks to 
everyone who contributed food.   
Our next food delivery will be in 
October.  

Quilters have been busy!  The 
longarm has had lots of use with 
the Lutheran World Relief Quilts.  
We will be sending them out in 
September sometime.   The date 
has not yet been determined.  
They have been tirelessly 
working, sewing, and tying them 
all summer long. 

Ladies from Gloria Dei, along 
with another group in Anchorage, 
and a group in Wasilla, have been 
working on Quilts of Valor for a 
big distribution in December.

Lastly, they are working on a 
quilt for the LSSA auction in 
September.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

2

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

3 4
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

5

6:00 pm  Adult 
Choir

6 7

8
Worship 9:30 am
God’s Work Our 
Hands @ Bean’s 
Cafe 11:30 am-
2:30 pm

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

9

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

10

Yoga
6:00 pm

11
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

12

6:00 pm Adult 
Choir

13 14 

15 
Worship 9:30 am
Children’s Choir 
Sunday School 
Kick Off

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

16

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

17 

Yoga
6:00 pm

6:30 pm 
Council Mtg

18
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

19

6:00 pm Adult 
Choir

20 21
10:00 am 
Piecemakers

22
Worship 9:30 am
Children’s Choir 
Sunday School

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

23

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

24 25
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

26

Yoga 6:00 pm

6:00 pm Adult 
Choir

27 28

29
Worship 9:30 am
Children’s Choir
Sunday School 

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

30

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

September Calendar
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We can celebrate another successful VBS this year! 
We kicked off the week with 30 children from the 
congregation and surrounding community. Our theme 
this year was “Who’s Your Neighbor”. As we examined 
God in our world we visited Malawi, Columbia, Rwanda, 
Central African Republic, and Japan through song, crafts, 
and food. 

We had a great turn out, with lots of energy between 
our particpants and volunteers, as we learned together 

what it means to love God and to love our 

neighbors. Along with the stories, songs, 
crafts, and communing we made “grace” 
bags to give out to the neighbors in 
our community that may be in need. 
Everyone had a great time! 

THANK YOU to all our volunteers and 
to those who donated food and items to 
make this week possible! 

2019 Gloria 
Dei VBS 
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LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES UPDATE

Save the date:
September 13th – Harvest 
of Hope Auction – Sheraton 
Anchorage - 6pm

November 25th – Thanksgiving 
Blessing – Central Lutheran 
Church

HUGSS (Help Us Give School 
Supplies) was another great 
success this year.  We helped 
3,462 students start the school 
year with the supplies they 
needed to begin learning.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated 
school supplies, helped financially, 
or volunteered with set-up and/
or distribution.  This was our 
19th year of HUGSS and we have 
brought smiles to over 74,000 
school children throughout our 
community.

The annual Harvest of Hope 
Auction supporting our programs 
and services is scheduled for 
Friday, September 13th at the 
Sheraton Anchorage.  The Harvest 
of Hope auction is a major source 
of funding for our ministries.  
Come join the festivities, dine 
and enjoy the charitable convivial 
atmosphere of the silent and live 
auction with auctioneer Paul 
McGuire.

Tickets are $100.00 or $800.00 
for a table of 8 and you can 
purchase yours by calling Joseph 
at the LSSA office at 272-0643 

ext. 10, or go online at www.
lssalaska.org click on the events 
tab and then the Harvest of Hope 
tab.  We promise you that your 
contribution will go a long way 
towards fostering hope for many 
within our neighborhoods.

September is Hunger Action 
Month (HAM), a great time to get 
involved helping the 50 million 
Americans - 1in 7 - who struggle 
with getting enough food to 
eat.  HAM enables community 
leaders, businesses and families 
join in the fight against hunger 
by raising awareness of the food 
crises locally and nationally.  We 
want to remind each of you of 
the important role you play in 
ending hunger in Alaska.  Each 
time you bring in a can of food to 
the pantry it eases the burden of 
someone in our community.  When 
you combine your donations with 
others' we are able to make a 
substantial contribution to ending 
hunger.  We hope you will get 
involved.

The United Way kicked off for the 
2020 Anchorage Campaign on 

September 10th and I encourage 
you to prayerfully consider making 
a donation to the campaign in your 
place of work.  The United Way 
campaign supports LSSA's mission 
and thanks to you it works in our 
community.  Please consider a 
giving an hour of your pay per 
month to the United Way through 
your workplace campaign.  It 
helps many non-profits in our 
community especially this year 
when the need is so great.

Together Caring for Others,

Alan Budahl 
Executive Director
Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
1303 W. 33rd Avenue
Anchorage, AK  99503
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Take a moment to say a little prayer, send a card, and wish your best to those in our Gloria Dei family 
who will be celebrating birthdays this month. 

Are we missing a birthday or 
anniversary? Contact the office 
to update our list. 

September Birthdays
Brynn Shewman, 2
Victoria Durazo, 5
Sara Weber, 6; Barbara Markley, 6
Laura Nelson, 7
Alexandra Durazo, 11
Penny Mans, 12
Heather Orf, 14
Harold Cheong-Sang, 16
James McLaughlin Sutterer, 17
George Janssen, 18
Tyler Anderson, 19
McKinley Siler, 20
Tommie Sue Savina, 21
Malaki Little , 28
Sadie Maenius, 30

Anniversaries
Y  Steve & Heather Brekke, 14
Y Perry & Barbara Markley, 26
Y  Robert & Nancy Budahl 
 Lane, 27
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PRAYER 
CONCERNS
Gerri Bergstrom, Jerry Eklund, 
Bill Wienke, Tuney Zoske, Gene & 
Yvonne Emery, Matthew Sutterer, 
Al & Joyce Schuerger, Faye Weber, 
Janie Henderson, Rylie Graff - 
Howell, Shirley Raiford, Grant 
Henderson, George Janssen, Joy 
Anderson, Holly Hoback.

Family and Friends of 
the Congregation
Kristy Mundell, The Graff’s niece; 
Lucie Indahl, niece of Sharon 
Kazem; Harlan Wold, friend

of the Graff family; Tyler 
Larimer, grand son to Al & Joyce 
Schuerger; Denise Aune, niece to
Connie & Roger Graff; Cara 
Leckwold, friend to Janie & Grant 
Henderson; Tom, cousin to Janie
Henderson, and his wife Laura; 
Francis, grandneice to Joy 
Anderson and Anderson family; 
Jim & Katie Mans, cousin and wife 
to Bill Mans; Bob Slette, father-in-
law to Helayne Callies; Rebecca 
Stinson-Lane, friend of Marianne 
Strahle; Jackie Aune, sister-in-law 
to Roger and Connie Graff;
Darlene Freeman, mother to Tom 
Freeman; Cable Green, nephew to 
Neil Hawthorne; Lily Grace
Stone, a daughter of Stacey 

Semmler’s cousin; Frank 
Rion, friend of Frank Box; Ann 
Northcutt and sister Rose; Myrna 
Lane, friend of Norm Anderson; 
Debbie, niece of the Graff family; 
Laurie Johnson, sister-in-law 
of Marianne Strahle; James 
MacInnis, grandfather of Connor 
Macinnis; Stan, uncle of Leah 
Maenius; Susan Stone, mother 
of Stacey Stone; Paul Huffman, 
brother-in-law to Betty & 
Norman Anderson U

Please keep these people in your thoughts and prayers!
USeptember Prayer Partner: Lord of Life Lutheran Church, North PoleU



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
8427 Jewel Lake Road
Anchorage, AK 99502

Join us!
Regular Sunday Worship is at 9:30 am with Holy Communion

Children’s Choir & Sunday School begins September 15
Church Council Meeting September 17, 6:30 pm 

Yoga starts on September 10, 6:00 pm

Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings, 
7:30 am at Village Inn on Spenard

Adult Choir every Thursday, 6:00 pm

Special Events
God’s Work, Our Hands September 8
Sunday School Kick Off September 15

Visit our website
www.gdlcanc.org


