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FAITH - HOPE - LOVE
Love Is the Greatest

1 Corinthians 13: 1-7, 11-13
1If I could speak all the 
languages of earth and of 
angels, but didn’t love others, 
I would only be a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 2If I 
had the gift of prophecy, and 
if I understood all of God’s 
secret plans and possessed 
all knowledge, and if I had 
such faith that I could move 
mountains, but didn’t love 
others, I would be nothing. 
3If I gave everything I have to 
the poor and even sacrificed 

my body, I could boast about 
it; but if I didn’t love others, I 
would have gained nothing.
4Love is patient and kind. 
Love is not jealous or boastful 
or proud  5or rude. It does 
not demand its own way. It 
is not irritable, and it keeps 
no record of being wronged. 
6It does not rejoice about 
injustice but rejoices whenever 
the truth wins out. 7Love never 
gives up, never loses faith, is 
always hopeful, and endures 
through every circumstance.
11When I was a child, I spoke 
and thought and reasoned as a 

child. But when I grew up, I put 
away childish things. 12Now 
we see things imperfectly, 
like puzzling reflections in a 
mirror, but then we will see 
everything with perfect clarity. 
All that I know now is partial 
and incomplete, but then I will 
know everything completely, 
just as God now knows me 
completely.
13Three things will last 
forever—faith, hope, and 
love—and the greatest of 
these is love.



 

SAVE THE DATE 
39th Annual Lutheran Women’s Advent Brunch 

Saturday December 7th, 2019 
9:00 AM   Egan Center 

 
The Jesse Tree 

Isaiah 11:1 
“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit” 

 

Tickets available October 20th, 2019 
 $24.00 each 

Please contact Adrienne King (907 248-1177 or 907 227 4174) 
or any member of the Advent Brunch committee 

 
We will be collecting Diapers and Wipes for LSSA 
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CHURCH NEWS

Preaching On Sunday, 
October 13: 
On October 6, we welcomed 
Oliver Bergh to our pulpit to 
lead worship.  Oliver (Ollie) is a 
3rd year Seminary student.  He 
and his wife Erika are from the 
Portland area and have recently 
moved to Anchorage as she 
has accepted the call as Pastor 
at Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church.  

Ollie is doing online classes for 
this year of seminary, will serve 
his internship and return for one 
last year at Seminary.  

He will be leading worship again 
for us on October 13, on Quilt 
Sunday.  Please come and get to 
know him and greet him warmly.  
Services are at 9:30 am. 

Blessing Mission Quilts
On Sunday, October 13, about 
50 warm, colorful quilts will be 
folded across the pews— the 
work of many Gloria Dei
hands. Reach out and touch a 
quilt, knowing that the next 
person to feel its comfort will be 
someone continents away. 

These folks will be blessed in a 
way that might be hard for us 
to understand as we head back 
to the comfort and safety of our 
own homes.

Destined for the very neediest 
in our world, whether because 
of chronic poverty or natural 
disaster, these gifts will be 
distributed by Lutheran World 
Relief to refugees and others in 
need. During worship, we’ll send 

the
quilts on their way with a prayer 
and a blessing.

Gloria Dei 
Office Hours:

Closed Monday
Tues - Thur: 9am - 5pm

Fri: 9am - 1pm

Worship Time: 
9:30 am, 

Communion every Sunday
www.gdlcanc.org
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INVOLVED!

GE
T

How about some chili to 
warm the coolness of our fall 
weather for the women and 
children residing at Clare 
House?  Gloria Dei will be 
providing chili and hot dogs 
for the October 17 evening 
meal.  In addition, consider 
side dishes of corn bread and 
honey, jello, fresh veggies or 
salad to complement the main 
entree.  It's easy to pick up 
some corn chips, hot dogs, 
buns, dessert, or milk for those 
of you who don't have time or 
are not inclined to prepare a 
meal.  We can use your help in 
whatever way you are able to 
provide.  

Please sign up on the sheet 
on the Social Ministry bulletin 
board.  Please have items to 
the church by 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, October 17.

Monthly Volunteer 
Opportunity at Lutheran 
Social Services Helping Feed 
Anchorage Senior Citizens

Alan Budahl, Executive 
Director for Lutheran Social 
Services, wants us all to know 
there is another monthly 
volunteer opportunity at 
Lutheran Social Services.  
This entails the assembling 
of Senior Citizen Food Boxes, 
takes no more than a couple 
of hours, and generally occurs 
during the third weekend of 
each month.  

For more information, 
please call the Lutheran 
Social Services office at 
907.272.0643.

LUTHERAN 
SOCIAL 
SERVICES

CLARE 
HOUSE

DONATE 
YOUR TIME 
& TALENTS...
and CAR
Calling all ghosts and goblins 
or people that have a knack 
for fun. Trunk or Treat & 
Fatith Family Fun Night will be 
Saturday, October 26. Consider 
joining us for this creative 
event of fun, games, food, and 
family. 
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If there ever was a 
time to serve on the 
Council…this may 
be it!!
We are needing congregational 
members to step forward to serve 
on the Council during this critical 
time in the life of our congregation.  
You all have gifts to share.  Please, do 
not wait to be asked!! Let one of the 
current Council members know you 
are interested in serving for a year or 
maybe two!!

Five of the current members will 
be leaving the board and we will 
need a President, Vice President, 
and Treasurer.  Thank you, Kathryn 
Merrill for stepping up to serve as 
our Secretary.  Our Bylaws allow for 
up to thirteen members and we need 
all members serving either directly 
on the Council or indirectly through 
committees.  

Thank you Karen 
Bitzer, Barbara 
Markley, Chuck 
Karjala, Alan 
Budahl, and Erik 
Nelson for your 
service.  
In concert with our Strategic 
Plan, we will be blending small 

As each has received a gift, use 
it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace: 

1 Peter 4:10
committees into 3 main working 
groups:

Worship and Parish Education 
committees will now combine and 
form the Grow Spiritually Work 
Group 

Welcome Openly Work Group 
will combine Parish Life activities 
and Building and Grounds 

Serve Joyfully Work Group will 
include our Finance oversight, 
Spiritual Life and Social Ministries

The hope is that this consolidation 
will help offer more support and 
streamline the work of the church. 
Come and be a part of the work 
group, be a leader of, or liaison 
through the Council.

This is your moment 
to make a difference.
If you are interested in investing 
your time and talents as a Gloria 
Dei Council Member, ask any 
Council member for a copy of the 
position description in which you 
are interested.  A copy can also be 
obtained from the office during 
its normal business hours or you 
can call the office at 243-2301 and 
Amanda will email a copy directly 
to you.  We will be electing our 
new Council members on Sunday, 
November 17, 2019, immediately 
after service. 
        -Gloria Dei Church Council

“For I know the 
plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper 
you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”                                            
Jeremiah 29:11
On Friday October 4, members 
of the Executive Committee 
received and accepted Pastor 
Mark’s immediate resignation as 
Pastor of Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church.  In his letter, he refers 
to his many 

“memories of how God has 
used us as a congregation 
to share the story of Jesus 

Christ’s love and forgiveness 
in the church building and 

outside the walls.” 

 He expresses thanks for all 
those times together, and closes 
by saying,

 “I will continue to pray that 
the story of Jesus Christ will 
lead you into greater ways 

to serve the God who claims 
you in your Baptism and 

will be faithful to you for all 
eternity”.

 Please feel free to send your 
thanks and warm wishes to the 
Orfs and keep them in your 
prayers as they move on to a 
new chapter in their lives.
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God’s Work Our Hands 2019
Rally Sunday:  
Rally Day was September 
8th at Gloria Dei.  It was a 
wonderful and inspiring day, 
indeed.  As Pastor Orf was 
preaching at Sitka Lutheran 
Church, we were treated 
to a wonderful sermon by 
Bishop Shelley Wickstrom.  
We were further treated to 
an awesome and beautiful 
hymn sung by the Tongan 

Choir who also shares our 
space here at Gloria Dei.  A 
heartfelt “Mahalo” goes out 
to our friends of the Tongan 
Choir.  After the service and 
just when you thought the 
morning couldn’t get any 
better, a delicious brunch 
was served including the 
famous and always enjoyed 
Karjala Biscuits & Gravy.  
Blessings Abound!!

God’s Work, Our 
Hands
The Annual God’s Work, 
Our Hands was also on 
September 8th at Gloria 
Dei.   Gloria Dei had an 
excellent group of hard-
working volunteers to help 
serve lunch and various 
other tasks at Beans Cafe.  A 
rewarding and pleasurable 
experience was had by all.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Yoga
6:00 pm

2
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

3

6:00 pm Adult 
Choir

4 5

6
Worship 9:30 am
Children’s Choir
Sunday School 

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

7
1:00 pm 
Women’s Book 
Club

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

8 9
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

10

Yoga
6:00 pm

6:00 pm Adult 
Choir

11
Synod Council 
Meeting Noon - 
5:00 pm

12 

Synod Council 
Meeting Noon - 
5:00 pm

13 
Worship 9:30 am
Children’s Choir
Sunday School 
Quilt Sunday

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

14

1:00 pm 
Women’s Book 
Club

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

15

Yoga
6:00 pm

6:30 pm 
Council Mtg

16
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

17
Clare House

6:00 pm Adult 
Choir

18 19
10:00 am 
Piecemakers

20
Worship 9:30 am
Children’s Choir 
Sunday School

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

21
11:30 am 
Women’s Book 
Club @ Elim 
Cafe

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

22

Yoga
6:00 pm

23
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

24

6:00 pm Adul t 
Choir

25 26

Trunk or Treat 
Faith Family Fun 
Night 

27
Worship 9:30 am
Children’s Choir
Sunday School 

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

28
1:00 pm 
Women’s Book 
Club

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

29

Yoga
6:00 pm

30 31

6:00 pm Adul t 
Choir

October Calendar
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As always fall is an exciting and 
busy time at LSSA and we have 
many opportunities for you to help 
with our ministry. 

The Harvest of Hope Annual 
Auction was a great success and 
I wish to thank everyone who 
attended, donated auction items, 
volunteered on the committee or 
during the event. We raised over 
$107,000 that which will go to help 
fund our programs and services.  
Many thanks to Auction Chair 
Kristi Johnson and her committee 
for their hard work on this year's 
event.  

The preparations for the annual 
Thanksgiving Blessing are will 
under way and we will again be 
asking for your help in collecting 
green beans, corn, sweet potatoes 
and cranberries sauce.  We are 
planning on serving 1,350 families 
from out site at Central Lutheran 
Church on Monday, November 
25th.  Last year we served 
1,334 households. We will need 

volunteers on that day for shifts 
that run 10am to 1pm, 1:30pm 
to 4:30pm and 4:30pm to 8pm.  
More information on how you 
can be involved in this important 
ministry will be coming to your 
congregation shortly.

The Food Pantry continues to 
see many families weekly.  We 
are short of items like canned 
meats, chili, soup, canned fruit, 
dried potato mixes, tuna and 
peanut butter.  Thanks to all that 
support this important ministry 
to our community through your 
donations and volunteering at the 
Food Pantry and the Mobile Food 
Pantry. If you wish to volunteer or 

host a food drive please give Ryan 
Chernikoff a call at the LSSA office.

Mark your calendars for the next 
Beer and Hymns which is going 
to be on Sunday, October 20th 
at O'Brady's located in the Carrs 
Huffman Mall.  Get there early to 
order your favorite brew and dinner 
to be ready to start singing at 6pm.  
The event lasts until 8pm.

Together caring for others,

Alan Budahl
Executive Director LSSA
1303 W. 33rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
907-272-0643

Save the date:
October 20th - Beer & Hymns at 
O'Brady's 6pm
Nov. 25th - Thanksgiving Blessing - 
Central Lutheran Church

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES UPDATE
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Take a moment to say a little prayer, send a card, and wish your best to those in our Gloria Dei family 
who will be celebrating birthdays this month. 

Are we missing a birthday or 
anniversary? Contact the office 
to update our list. 

October Birthdays

Anniversaries
Kelsi Hagen, 01 
Karl Rodvik, 01 
Brody Graff-Willert, 03
Kristin Munson, 03
Chuck Budahl, 04
Holly Karjala, 04
Robert Lane, 05
Michael Zoske, 05
William Orth IV, 06 
Karl Eklund, 07 
Jane Hice, 08
Francie Goll, 10
Edward Munson, 15
Ed Cullinane, 16
Shannon Ferris, 18 
Judy Tysver, 19
Rick Hagen, 20

Tammy Kellard, 20
Kathy Janssen, 23 
Lanette Vandergaw, 24
Billy Orth V, 27 
Ethan Anderson, 28  
William Anderson, 30   
     
   

YJeff & Lyndsey Kellard



gdlcanc.org         10                                                       October 2019

PRAYER 
CONCERNS
Gerri Bergstrom, Bill Wienke, 
Tuney Zoske, Gene & Yvonne 
Emery, Matthew Sutterer, Al & 
Joyce Schuerger, Faye Weber, 
Janie Henderson, Rylie Graff - 
Howell, Shirley Raiford, Grant 
Henderson, George Janssen, Joy 
Anderson, Holly Hoback, Betty 
Anderson, Hazel Kampen.

Family and Friends of 
the Congregation
Kristy Mundell, The Graff’s niece; 
Lucie Indahl, niece of Sharon 
Kazem; Harlan Wold, friend

of the Graff family; Tyler 
Larimer, grand son to Al & Joyce 
Schuerger; Denise Aune, niece to
Connie & Roger Graff; Cara 
Leckwold, friend to Janie & Grant 
Henderson; Tom, cousin to Janie
Henderson, and his wife Laura; 
Francis, grandneice to Joy 
Anderson and Anderson family; 
Jim & Katie Mans, cousin and wife 
to Bill Mans; Bob Slette, father-in-
law to Helayne Callies; Rebecca 
Stinson-Lane, friend of Marianne 
Strahle; Jackie Aune, sister-in-law 
to Roger and Connie Graff;
Lowell Freeman, father to Tom 
Freeman; Cable Green, nephew to 
Neil Hawthorne; Lily Grace
Stone, a daughter of Stacey 
Semmler’s cousin;

Paul Huffman, brother-in-love of 
Norm and Betty Anderson
Frank Rion, friend of Frank Box; 
Ann Northcutt and sister Rose; 
Myrna Lane, friend of Norm 
Anderson; Debbie, niece of the 
Graff family; Laurie Johnson, 
sister-in-law of Marianne Strahle; 
James MacInnis, grandfather of 
Connor Macinnis; Stan, uncle 
of Leah Maenius; Susan Stone, 
mother of Stacey Stone; Paul 
Huffman, brother-in-law to 
Betty & Norman Anderson; 
Adam Manor, son of Patty 
Schwalenberg; Crystal, friend’s 
mother of Patty Schwalenberg; 
Jeanne Brown, mother of Patty 
Schwalenberg; Rick Kuhlman, 
friend of Connie Budahl U

Please keep these people in your thoughts and prayers!
U October Prayer Partner: Joy Lutheran Church, Eagle River U



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
8427 Jewel Lake Road
Anchorage, AK 99502

Join us!
Regular Sunday Worship is at 9:30 am with Holy Communion

Sunday School during service
Children’s Choir 

Women’s Book Club Monday
(Check calendar for time and location)

Church Council Meeting October 15, 6:30 pm 
Check calendar for yoga dates

Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings, 
7:30 am at Village Inn on Spenard

Adult Choir every Thursday, 6:00 pm

Trunk or Treat & Faith Family Fun Night Saturday, October 26

Visit our website
www.gdlcanc.org


