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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

“Now it was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them 
who told this to the apostle. But 
these words seemed to them an idle 
tale, and they did not believe them. 
But Peter got up and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he 
saw the linen cloth by themselves; 
the he went home, amazed at what 
had happened.” Luke 24:10-12

On Easter Sunday, we heard how the 
women who found the tomb empty 
went and told the disciples all they 
had seen. The disciples believed 
they were being told an “idle tale”. 
Unfortunately, many of us have either 
had an experience or are afraid 
we will have an experience like 
this when we tell our faith stories. 
Because of that experience, or fear of 
that experience, we do not share our 
faith stories.

Even though the apostles thought 
they were hearing an “idle tale”, Peter 
got up and went to check it out for 
himself. Luke tells us “he went home, 
amazed at what had happened.” God 
continues to use the story of those 
women to amaze people.

During the season of Lent the 
Worship Committee invited some 

members to share their faith stories 
during worship. They were stories 
of how they personally experienced 
God at work in their own lives.
I want to share with you what I 
heard.

Week 1: Holly Karjala- She set a 
timer on her phone to remind her 
to take a moment each day to think 
about what she was grateful for in 
that day. She said that on some of the 
most difficult days, like when a storm 
blew a tree over the top of their 
house and they were on the roof in 
the rain, this daily timer connects 
her to God’s work in her life each day. 
She has been using this practice for 
over a year now.

Week 2: Larry Kampen- While on 
a cross country ski adventure with 
his younger brother, snow started 
to fall and cover up their tracks. As 
the older brother who was to care 
for the younger brother, Larry got a 
little concerned about finding their 
way back to their starting point. By 
getting down on his knees to feel for 
the covered tracks, they were able 
to return to their vehicle to discover 
he did not have his keys. So, Larry 
dropped to his knees again and 
found the keys in the snow. It was not 

deliberate praying on his knees to 
find his way, but he did understand it 
as a metaphor for praying.

Week 3: Chuck Karjala- As a child, 
his mother told him that “Jesus 
died for your sins”. As an adult, he 
came to Gloria Dei a man broken 
from his sins. What he found in 
this congregation was people who 
welcomed him in and loved him in 
spite of those sins. He eventually 
found his wife, Holly, and a new 
son, Connor. Through the love of the 
people he found here, he added to his 
mother’s words by confessing that 
Jesus Christ not only died for his sins, 
He also rose from the dead for him!

Week 4: Katie Jerue- When Katie 
was a young girl her mother, Patty, 
met a hard charging, by the books, 
German Lutheran, former Navy Seal, 
“Dewey”. They eventually married. 
In marrying her he also married 
her three children. A wife and 
children certainly changed his life 
and routines, but he was a faithful 
and loving father to them. His love 
was so faithful to them that all three 
children went to a lawyer to give him 
a Father’s Day gift to remember. They 
drafted up paperwork for him to be 
their legal father! With a beautifully 
worded letter from the kids, they 
made him their father!

Week 5: Frank Box- Through the 
happenstance of some of Frank’s 
coworkers he found himself 
helping someone with some Social 
Security paperwork. While being 
overwhelmed with this task, and 
many other demands for his job, an 
alert on his phone reminded him 
that he had an AFACT meeting. He 
thought that he was too busy and 
that he should skip that meeting. 
Something spurred him to attend 
the meeting anyway. While at the 
meeting he met someone, who 
was well versed in Social Security 

continued on page 6
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Gloria Dei May News
Clare House Moving 
to Every Other 
Month
Thank you to all who responded 
to the April request for the 
increased need at Clare House.  It 
was truly a festive meal delivered 
for the residents to enjoy. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated.

For your information, Gloria Dei 
will be moving to an every other 
month (even months) schedule 
to provide the Clare House meal.  
Another entity has stepped 
forward to provide on the odd 
numbered months to share this 
ministry with Gloria Dei to Clare 
House.  

Watch for the next 
announcement in the June 

newsletter to provide a meal 
to Clare House.  If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Adrienne King, Council 
Representative to the Social 
Ministry Team or other members 
of the Social Ministry Team - 
Marcia DeVoe, Marge Paulson, or 
Darla Siver.

Spring Clean-up at 
Gloria Dei 
Come one, come all on Saturday, 
May 4th and Sunday, May 
5th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm 
each day. Bring your rakes, 
blowers, brooms, shovels and 
wheelbarrows and join us while 
we clean the parking lot and 
grounds.

Gloria Dei will supply the gloves, 

trash bags, and dust masks. 
 Additional days may be required,
Building and Grounds will keep 
you updated. Need more info?
Contact Chuck Karjala at #632-
6560. 

May Loose Change 
Recipients
This month your loose change 
will go towards the Indahl 
Scholarship.  During the past 14 
years, 73 recipients have received 
a total of $159,000 in scholarship 
monies.

This year, Scholarship Sunday 
will be held on June 16 during 
worship. We are very pleased 
to have 11 wonderful Gloria Dei 
Youth receiving scholarships. 
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Celebrating Gloria 
Dei’s Graduating 
Seniors
“Senior quilts” have become an 
important tradition at Gloria Dei, 
helping to mark a milestone in 
the lives of our young people. 
For more than 16 years, we have 
honored our graduating seniors 
with a quilt sewn especially for
each of them by the Piecemakers. 
Seniors select their own fabrics, 
which often provides insight into 
their personalities and interests. 

On Sunday, May 12, we will 
celebrate with five graduates as 
they are presented with their 
quilts. They are Victoria Durazo, 
Reilly Plumhoff, Jenna Epke, 
Gracie Schutte, and 
Connor MacInnis. 

As we send them on their way to 
the next stage of their lives, we 
pray that these quilts will provide 
them with comfort and blessings 
in the years to come and fond 
memories of Gloria Dei. Everyone 
is invited to a reception in the 

Fireside Room following worship.

Gloria Dei observing 
National Day of 
Prayer May 2
Feel free to come and pray inside 
the sanctuary at Gloria Dei on 
May 2nd from 11 am - 2 pm. The 
theme this year is “Love One 
Another” 1 John 13:34.  

Gloria Dei Seeking 2 
Childcare Positions
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church on 
Jewel Lake Road is seeking a 
qualified candidate to provide
childcare in our nursery on 
Wednesday evenings. Hours may 
vary depending on activities
planned for the evening. Most 
Wednesdays from 6:30pm to 
8pm. Interested persons
please send a resume and cover 
letter to office@gdlcanc.org. 
Successful candidate must be at
least 16 years of age and able to 
pass a background check.
For more information, please 

contact the church at 243-2301. 
Position open until filled.

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is 
also seeking a qualified candidate 
to provide childcare in our
nursery every Sunday morning 
from 9am-11am. Interested 
persons please send a resume 
and cover letter to office@
gdlcanc.org Successful candidates 
must be at least 16 years of age 
and able to pass a background 
check. For more information, 
please contact the church at 243-
2301. Position open until filled.

Are you Getting 
Credit for Your 
Gloria Dei Offering?
Many thanks to all of you who 
routinely use your offering 
envelopes. For the sake of 
efficiency and to ensure the 
proper amount is credited to 
your giving record, we suggest 
you fill out the dollar amounts on 
the face of your envelopes—both 
the total and the fund(s) to which 
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you want your giving directed.

During the process of sorting 
and verifying the collected 
offering and in order to prepare 
the bank deposit, the counters 
remove the cash or checks from 
the envelopes and set them 
aside for deposit. Those empty 
envelopes are then delivered to 
the financial secretary for posting 
to individual giving records. If 
you have not written the dollar 
amounts on your envelopes, it 
becomes the responsibility of the 
counters to do so.

The counters and the financial 
secretary are grateful for your 
help to ensure your giving is 
accurately recorded. If you don’t 
have offering envelopes and 
would like to have a set, please 
call the church office to request 
them.  

Boy Scout Garage 
Sale Saturday, 
May 18
The annual summer garage sale 
sponsored by Gloria Dei will be 
May 18th this year. Now is a good 
time to bring in all the items you 
have wanted to part with. Please 
no electronics or furntiture. 

In his letter to the Corinthians, 
Paul reminds them that 
“According to the grace of God 
given to me, like a skilled master 
builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building upon 
it. Let each one take care how he 
builds upon it”.

Today,  we are launching a Capital 
Campaign to help preserve 
the work of those before us in 
the building up of Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church.  Our pews are 
deteriorating from the sun’s rays; 
and while we continue to replace 
pew upholstery, we currently 
have 6 more pews in need of 
repair and upholstery.   But it is 
time we address the problem, 
the UV rays streaming in through 
the windows rotting the fabric 
and shining in our eyes during 
summer worship and other 
services.

The Council is endeavoring to 
raise a total of $10,000 for this 
project which will be used to 
cover each of the 8 windows 
in the sanctuary with a UV 
protectant film and cover each 
window with a screen that is 
operated by a remote control.  
The cost to cover each window is 
$1250.00.

Contributions to this effort can 
be made in memory of someone 
special to you or to the church.  
If you do not wish to purchase a 
portion of a window, a general 
memorial has been created 
to recognize donations of any 

amount.  A memorial plaque 
will be added to the Narthex as 
a tribute to those who “laid the 
foundation”.

Please prayerfully consider one 
of the following options to help 
raise funds in this appeal so as 
not to deplete the emergency 
funds set aside in the Church 
home fund.  Your generosity has 
sustained us thus far.  Here is 
an opportunity to Serve Joyfully 
as we work together for the 
betterment of our Sanctuary.  

You may choose to memorialize:
A whole window   $1250.00
A half window        $  625.00
A quarter window   $ 312.50
An eighth window   $ 125.00

Or any amount that you 
prayerfully consider.  Please note 
“Capital Appeal” or “Shades” 
on your envelope or check or 
electronic contribution to be sure 
it is credited properly.  Please be 
sure to note if it is a memorial 
contribution and in whose honor 
it is given.  You may also pledge a 
window purchase and note how 
many installment payments you 
will be making.

Grow Spiritually.  Welcome 
Openly.  Serve Joyfully.

Thanks Be to God.

A Capital Appeal for Sanctuary Blinds and 
Film Window Coverings
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VBS

cut along line to use as a bookmark 

procedures. This person was able to 
take the paperwork and help Frank’s 
coworker. 

Week 6: Gene Singer- Gene and 
his wife, Beth, are avid hikers. They 
decided to find a trail they had 
been told was a beautiful hike, near 
Seward. To get to the hike, they had 
to walk across a train bridge. In 
the process of walking across the 
bridge, Gene dropped the car keys 
and watched them fall all the way 
down into the lake under the tracks. 
They were able to get into their van, 
but could not start it without the 
keys. They decided that Beth should 
hitchhike back home to Anchorage 
to get the spare key. After she found 
a ride, Gene spent the time until her 
return praying to God that she would 
be safe and return to him. He gave 
thanks to God when she returned 
with the spare key.

Each of us has many similar stories 
in our own lives. The empty tomb 
happened just that one time, on that 
Resurrection Day. It is the ultimate 
story of God at work in your life. But, 
when we rightfully connect God to 
the actual stories of our lives, we are 
telling the other ways that God is at 
work through them.

What makes these stories even better 
is that when we tell a story of our life 
it is not received as an “idle tale”. It 
is received as a true experience. So, 
I will extend an invitation from the 
Worship Committee to invite you to 
come and tell your faith story. Let 
me go one step further and invite 
you to tell your faith story to friends, 
families, people on the street, and 
even enemies. Allow God to use your 
story to amaze people.

Yours In Christ,
PMO

Mark your 
calendars! 
The dates for Vacation Bible 
School at Gloria Dei have been 
set for July 28-August 1 this year. 
Watch our website for more 
information and to sign up next 
month. 

Pastor’s mesage continued from page 1

New Member class 
Sunday, May 19th 
after service
Join us after worship in the 
education room for a member 
orientation on May 19th. This 
orientation is open to everyone 
but we would especially like to 
invite those who would like to 
become members of Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church. We will take 
time introducing ourselves to one 
another. We will also talk about the 
church year and the lectionary we 
follow for our worship. We will also 
look at the ways we as Gloria Dei 
Lutheran serve one another, the 
community, and the world.

Happy Mother’s 
Day, Sunday 

May 12!
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LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES UPDATE

Save the dates:
August 12th -  Hugss 
set-up and August 13th 
distribution at East High 
School
September 13th – Harvest 
of Hope Auction – Sheraton 
Anchorage - 6pm
November 25th – 
Thanksgiving Blessing – 
Central Lutheran Church

May is a busy month here at 
LSSA.  There will be something for 
everyone to enjoy and get involved 
in helping others.

First, I want to thank all who 
donated Easter baskets.  It is 
always fun to see the surprised 
expressions on the faces of our 
clients.  Most are overwhelmed 
that we would think of doing this 
for them.  It is a wonderful way to 
share the story of the resurrection 
with our clients and their families. 
We distributed over 800 baskets 
this year.

On Saturday, May11th, the USPS 
Letter Carriers are having their 
annual “Stamp Out Hunger” food 
drive.  Simply put your non-
perishable food next to your 
mailbox, and the Letter Carriers 
will collect the food and it gets 
distributed to food pantries in 
Anchorage.  Last year our food 
pantry received over 5,000 pounds 
of food.  We will be needing 
volunteers to wave signs on May 
10th from 4:30 – 6:30, and to help 
to help sort the food on May 11th.  
We will need to sort and box the 

food and then haul it to LSSA, so 
we will need plenty of helping 
hands.  If you are able to help or 
if you have any questions, give 
Joseph a call at 272-0643 ext. 10 
or email us at lssa@gci.net.
 

If you haven’t joined Amazon 
Smiles this is a simple way for 
LSSA to receive funds from 
Amazon from your purchases 
on-line.  Sign up for Amazon 
Smiles, today and help LSSA in 
our ministry of hope.  Remember 
Mother’s Day is May 12th and you 
can purchase something for your 
mother and at the same time help 
LSSA.

We would love to add your contact 
information to our data base. 
Please fill out a connection card 
that can be found on our home 
page of our website at lssalaska.
org.  We would love to have either 
your email or mailing address 
to keep you informed of the 
happening at LSSA.

Thank you to everyone who 
donated to LSSA through Pick, 
Click, Give. We are happy to say the 

donations to LSSA is up 26% over 
last year.  You have until August 
31st to add a gift for LSSA on your 
2019 application. Your generosity 
helps us to continue our programs 
and services.

Together caring for others,

Alan Budahl
Executive Director
1303 W 33rd Avenue
Anchorage, AK  99503
272-0643
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Take a moment to say a little prayer, send a card, and wish your best to those in our Gloria 
Dei family who will be celebrating birthdays this month. 

May Birthdays

1 Rosemarie Knecht,  
 Nora Rodvick

3 Tom Freeman

4 Shirley Raiford

6 Joy Anderson

8 Ernie Hall

9 Mark Carlson,
 Beatrie Eklund

10 Covi Tuomi

11 Beverly Churchill

12 Christian Braunlich

13 Patrick Wolverton

14 William Munson,  
 Jessica Romero

15 Logan Shewman

16 Ryan Ferris, 
 Sally Wright

19 Juliet Eklund

17 Melodee Monson

20 Nathan Orf

23 Debbie Jeffery,
 Serenity Orth

24 Autumn Monkelien

26 Molly Budahl,   
 Marianne Strahle

31 Tyler Lane



PRAYER 
CONCERNS
Gerri Bergstrom, Jerry Eklund, 
Bill Wienke, Tuney Zoske, Gene & 
Yvonne Emery, Matthew Sutterer, 
Al & Joyce Schuerger, Faye Weber, 
Janie Henderson, Rylie Graff - 
Howell, Shirley Raiford, Grant 
Henderson, George Janssen, Joy 
Anderson, Holly Hoback.

Family and Friends of 
the Congregation
Kristy Mundell, The Graff’s 
niece; Lucie Indahl, niece of 
Sharon Kazem; Harlan Wold, 
friend of the Graff family; Tyler 
Larimer, grand son to Al & Joyce 
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Schuerger; Denise Aune, niece 
to Connie & Roger Graff; Cara 
Leckwold, friend to Janie & 
Grant Henderson; Tom, cousin 
to Janie Henderson, and his wife 
Laura; Francis, grandneice to Joy 
Anderson and Anderson family; 
Jim & Katie Mans, cousin and 
wife to Bill Mans; Bob Slette, 
father-in-law to Helayne Callies; 
Rebecca Stinson-Lane, friend of 
Marianne Strahle; Jackie Aune, 
sister-in-law to Roger and Connie 
Graff; Darlene Freeman, mother 
to Tom Freeman; Cable Green, 
nephew to Neil Hawthorne; Suzi 
LeGrand, sister of Barbara Friese; 
Judy & Burley Lane, sister and 
brother-in-law of Barbara Friese; 

Hailey Osborn, a granddaughter 
of Barbara Friese’s cousin; 
Lily Grace Stone, a daughter of 
Stacey Semmler’s cousin; Frank 
Rion, friend of Frank Box; Ann 
Northcutt and sister Rose; Myrna 
Lane, friend of Norm Anderson; 
Debbie, niece of the Graff family; 
Laurie Johnson, sister-in-law 
of Marianne Strahle; James 
MacInnis, grandfather of Connor 
Macinnis; Stan, uncle of Leah 
Maenius; April Berg, niece of 
Dave and Dianne Parrow.

Please keep these people in 
your thoughts and prayers!

May Prayer Partner: Petersburg Lutheran Church, Petersburg



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
8427 Jewel Lake Road
Anchorage, AK 99502

Join us!
Regular Sunday Worship is at 9:30 am with Holy Communion

Sunday School/Adult Education, 10:45 am
Children’s Choir, 10:45 am

Mother’s Day May 12
Senior Quilt Day May 12, during & after service
Church Council Meeting May 24, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Yoga every Tuesday from 6:00-7:00 pm

Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings, 
7:30 am at Village Inn on Spenard

Adult Choir, Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Women’s Book Club on Thursdays at 1:00 pm, 
11:30 am 3rd Thur at Elim Cafe through May 16th

Visit our website
www.gdlcanc.org


